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life, Saionji's bringing Ghana on an official mission was a poor move.
The press of other countries are making fun of him and consequently
of his delegation because of her."
"But the foreigners don't understand the real situation. She is not a
mistress in the ordinary sense as they picture her, for he hasn't a wife.
Don't they say it's his family tradition not to marry? How old are
they?"
"Oh, Saionji must be seventy and Ghana is twenty-four—"
"Say, you are a pretty good judge of people, Baba—what do you
think of them? Do you think they are fond of each other?"
"Ha, ha, don't ask me! But my guess is that Saionji is no doubt fond
of his family-traditional-wife-mistress. He has a weakness for tender
skins—see her luscious complexion and alluring figure. His bringing her
over is eloquent proof of his affection. She is pretty and she may recip-
rocate his affection to some extent—"
"What do you mean? You sound skeptical"
"Somehow, I don't trust her. First of all, the difference in their ages
is too great—by that 1 mean that Ghana cannot be physically satis-
fied. When curiosity and the glamour of being a great statesman's mis-
tress fade-well—" He shrugged his shoulders* "And then her type-it's
hard to explain, but what I mean is that she's not the type—there are
danger signs around her flirtatious eyes— But she's efficient and clever
all right-"
"Say, Baba," another reporter interrupted, "what do you think of
the political future of Marquis Saionji and Baron Makino?"
"Well, the immediate outcome of this Peace Conference, and the
effectiveness of the League of Nations that is now being created by
the Conference, will certainly change their careers and those of all the
other officials present, including young secretaries like Matsuoka here.
On the other hand, Saionji is already one of the Genros and he's a
graduate politician, but Makino is still a man in the making, in spite of
having been in the Cabinet under Saionji* In his favor, he has the in-
fluence of his late father, Okubo, and he has the support of the Sat-
suma clique which his father built up* Although the clannish influence
in our politics is fast diminishing because no capable men succeeded
the founders, and because of the steady maturity of our political par-
ties, the Satsuma and the Choshu men will attempt to re-establish their
grip on the country's affairs* Makino is one of the leading candidates
for the Satsuma, and eventually for national leadership.*'
"That's right.1'

